Installation of Blue Line Pipe
Pipes must be installed in accordance with Australian Standard ASNZ:3500:

Section 1.5.12 Bedding and Backfill

If pipes are installed too close to each other, they may rub, causing leaks to develop. If they
are installed too close to other services (eg gas) they may rub and cause leaks to develop in
the gas pipe.

Section 5. 5.3 Proximity to other services
If you use rubble to fill the hole, when the pipes move they will rub against the rubble, again
causing leaks.

Don’t forget that when you sign off work, under the Building Act you are certifying that the
work was correctly completed. Regardless of who actually did the work, if there are any prob-
lems it will be your job to fix it at your own cost. Any action taken through the Building Practi-
tioners Board will be taken against you, not the person who did the work.

HOW TO LODGE AN APPLICATION

Application forms and current application fees can be found on the forms page of the Board’s website:
www.nt.gov.au/plumberslicensing
Applications may be lodged by email, mail, or in person at the addresses shown on the form.
Only complete applications will be considered, ie ones which include all required information and fee.
For more information visit the Board’s website or contact the Registrar on 08-8936 4083.
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Do you have a trades assistant who trained as a plumber overseas?

If your Irish or English (or any other nationality) trades assistant trained as a plumber outside Aus-
tralia and wants to work as a plumber in the NT, he needs to be registered. He should apply to the
Board, providing all his paperwork (trade papers, references, OTSR, etc).

The Board will assess the papers and, if satisfied, issue him with a conditional Journeyman registra-
tion for twelve months. During that time, he will need to complete a Certificate Ill with a Registered
Training Organisation in the NT (currently Charles Darwin Uni or the Gordon Institute of TAFE).
The RTO will assess his training/experience and provide gap training to reach the Cert Il standard.

He will also need to be employed and supervised by an Advanced Tradesman licence holder. At
the end of twelve months, he can apply for full Journeyman registration, with a Cert Il and a stat-
utory declaration from an Advanced Tradesman.

Some people have travelled interstate to complete a two-week migrant gap training course. You
should think carefully before taking this step. The qualification you get may be equivalent to a Certif-
icate Ill, but it may not be. If you hold a conditional registration, you must complete your Certificate
lll at a Northern Territory based RTO.

Course fees plus the cost of airfares, accommodation and two weeks without working, may be more
than the cost of doing a Cert Il in the NT over the course of a year, while working. Even with this
qualification, the applicant will only get a conditional, non-transferable registration and will still be
required to obtain work experience in the NT. The time spent on attending a course interstate will
not contribute to the 12 months required work experience.

Visit the Board’s website and read the policy for more information.




